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NIGHT RIDERS!

What pops into your mind when you think of
bats? Count Dracula and haunted houses? Long,
pointed fangs and cold, beady eyes? While you
would never want to pick up a bat and play with
it, bats are helpful, gentle creatures and not as
frightening as they look. There are 32 kinds of
bats in Texas. The bats you are most likely to
see eat lots of insects. Other bats pollinate
flowers and help spread the seeds of plants.

The Chinese view bats as symbols of good luck! WWW.TPWMAGAZINE.COM

TEXAS PARKS & WILDLIFE % 51

PHOTO © RI¢K & NORA BOWERS/KAC PRODUCTIONS




-
i

roosting under

D
a bridge D0 ] I
T e

Bats spend their days sleeping in dark
places like caves, holes in trees and
rocks, the attics and ceilings of barns
and buildings, under bridges and in
manmade bat houses. They hang
upside down because their feet are
very strong for hanging, but not for
standing. A bat has special toes
that lock, so even when the bat
is asleep upside-down, it
will not fall.
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evening bat

Bats can make sounds (a human can't hear the sound) that
strike targets and bounce back. The way the sound bounces
back tells them what the target is and where it is. The collec-
tion of echoes makes a mental picture. This echolocation 4. BATS ARE BLIND. A
works so well that bats can fly and find food in total dark-
ness and not hit anything.
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Would you like a bat to visit your school? Teachers, find out more
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1. Bats can't glide so they must constantly
flap their wings to fly. Mexican free-tailed
bats can flap their wings 10 times per
second. How many times per minute is
that? How many times can you flap your
arms in a minute?

2. Some hats eat half their weight ininsects
every night! If you were a bat, how many
pounds of food would you eat in a day?

3. If abat can pollinate flowers on 12
different agave plants in one night, how
many agaves will he pollinate in 30 nights?
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Can You
Echolocate?

Go into an empty room
(like a gym) or hallway.
Holding two jingle bells (or
balls), close your eyes and
spin in a circle a few times.
Keeping your eyes closed,
stop and roll your bell in
front of you. Listen to how
long it takes to hit the wall.
Turn to the right and roll
the other one. Which wall is
closer? How do you know?

L
You just used echolocation!
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>> KEEPING IT WILD

Go outside and find three places where
hats might roost. You could even make
an origami bat (directions at
www.tpwmagazine.com) and try to find
good places for it to hide outside. What
is good ahout those habitats? What is
bad about them? Some bats have
hecome endangered because humans
have moved closer to their natural
homes, like caves. What can we do to
provide them with new places to live?
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Visit www.tpwmagazine.com to download
a printable PDF, access lesson plans, find
additional resources or order copies.
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