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THERE’S ALMOST NO ONE ON THIS PLANET so grumpy that they 
don’t smile when they see a baby animal. Those over­sized eyes, 
those wobbly legs, that soft curly fur – they’re hard to resist! 
When you think about it, that is nature’s plan. Babies are cute so 
we will gladly provide them with whatever they need. But when it 
comes to wild animal babies, it is best to look, but not touch. 
Their animal parents can provide everything the babies need. 

>>LOOK BUT DON’T TOUCH! 

NATURE’S 
NURSERY 

Red fox 
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T h e s t a t e m a m m a l o f Te x a s i s t h e 

n i n e ­b a n d e d a r m a d i l l o , a n a n i m a l 
t h a t w e a r s a s u i t o f a r m o r. B a b y 

a r m a d i l l o s a r e p i n k a n d a l w a y s c o m e 

i n s e t s o f f o u r, a l w a y s i d e n t i c a l . B a b y 

a r m a d i l l o s h a v e s o f t s h e l l s t h a t f e e l 
l i k e h u m a n f i n g e r n a i l s . T h e s h e l l s 

h a r d e n a s t h e a n i m a l g r o w s . 

There are special names for babies in the animal world. You’ve heard of puppies and 

kittens and cubs—those are also names for animal babies other than dogs and cats 

and bears. Here’s a list of some baby animal names you may not know. 

>> Polliwogs,wrigg
lersandsquealers 

Have you ever foun
d a baby bird 

or squirrel 
that has fallen out of 

the nest? Or discov
ered a fawn 

lying alone in the woods? Do you 

wonder if th
eir mother h

as aban­

doned them? Of course, 
you want 

to help them, but 
the right way to 

help them is usually by doing 

nothing. Th
eir chance of surviva

l 

is much better in the wild. Man
y 

times a doe will leave her fawn to 

find food, an
d will com

e back 

soon. Som
etimes the bird or 

squirrel mo
ther is nearby, w

atch­

ing and waiting for you to leave so 

she can rescue her fallen baby. 

>> Orphan ba
bies 

>> Pretty in pink 
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SKUNK: KIT, K
ITTEN 

M
OSQUITO: W

RIGGLER

EA
GL
E:
EA
GL
ET 

FISH: FINGE
RLING, FRY 

DOLPHIN: CAL
F, PUP 

DEER: FAWN 
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A L L I G AT O R : H AT C H L I N G 

B AT: P U P 

B E AV E R : K I T, P U P 

C L A M : L I T T L E N E C K 

F R O G : P O L L I W O G , TA D P O L E 

G O AT: K I D 

H AW K : E YA S , B R A N C H E R 

H E D G E H O G : P I G L E T, P U P 

M O U S E : K I T T E N , P I N K I E 

O P O S S U M : J O E Y 

O W L : O W L E T, H O W L E T 

Q U A I L : C H E E P E R , S Q U E A L E R 

S N A K E : S N A K E L E T 

T U R T L E : H AT C H L I N G 

>> More baby 
animal names 
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S t r i p e d b a r k s c o r p i o n s h a v e 

l i t t e r s o f a f e w d o z e n b a b i e s 

w h o a r e b o r n l i v e . T h e 

y o u n g c l i m b u p t o t h e m o t h 

e r s b a c k a n d r i d e h e r l i ke a 

b u s u n t i l t h e f i r s t m o l t . T h e 

b a b i e s w i l l t h e n m o l t , o r 
s h e d t h e i r o u t e r c o v e r i n g , 
s i x m o r e t i m e s b e f o r e t h e y 

m a t u r e . T h e s e s c o r p i o n s 

g r o w u p t o b e o n l y a n i n c h 

o r t w o l o n g , b u t t h e i r s t i n g 

c a n b e q u i t e p a i n f u l . 

>> Hitching a ride 
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O p o s s u m s a r e t h e o n l y 

m a r s u p i a l s i n N o r t h 

A m e r i c a . M a r s u p i a l s h a v e 

a p o u c h l i k e k a n g a r o o s . 
B a b y o p o s s u m s a r e b l i n d 

a n d o n l y a s l a r g e a s h o n e y 

b e e s w h e n t h e y a r e b o r n . 
T h e y c r a w l u p t o t h e i r 
m o t h e r s p o u c h a n d s t a y 

t h e r e f o r t h r e e m o n t h s . 
A f t e r t h a t , t h e y c l i m b o u t 
a n d c l i n g t o t h e i r m o t h e r s 

f u r f o r a f e w w e e k s u n t i l 
t h e y f a l l o f f a n d s t a r t l o o k 

i n g f o r f o o d o n t h e i r o w n . 

>> Pocket 
pampered 
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>> M A M A’ S B O Y S ( A N D G I R L S ! ) 
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Spike’s Activity Page
Spike’s Activity Page
>> WILD ART
 

In 10YearsNow 

Some animals, like frogs, can change quite a bit from the
 
time that they are born to when they are fully grown
 
adults — and so do we! Find a picture of yourself as a
 
baby, and compare it to a picture of yourself now. How
 In 50Years 
have you changed? What do you think you’ll look like in
 
five years? In 10 years? In 50 years? Draw a picture of
 
what you will look like in 50 years.
 

>> KEEPING IT WILD NEXT MONTH: 
Celebrate marsupials Beesandotherpollinators 
(animals that carry their
 
babies in a pouch, like
 

opossums, see page
 

46). Hold a “Pocket
 
Days” filled with pocket
 
activities you make up
 

yourself. Pretend you
 

are a marsupial mother.
 
Create a special baby to
 

carry in your pocket
 
during the day.
 

>> WILD MATH 

48 ✯ M A R C H 2 0 0 948 ✯ M A R C H 2 0 0 9

For many animals, taking 
care of babies is a full­time 
job! While in the nest, 
black­capped vireo babies 
are fed almost constantly by 
both their mother and 
father. If it takes the father 
15 minutes to find food and 
return to the nest, how 
many trips would he make 
between 7 a.m. and 8 p.m.? 

TEACHER RESOURCE 

Visit www.tpwmagazine.com to download 
a printable PDF, access lesson plans, find 
additional resources or order copies. 
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