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NATURE'S
NURSERY A

Is being ‘adorable’ a survival instinct?

»LOOK BUT DON'T TOUCH! W

-

THERE'S ALMOST NO ONE ON THIS PLANET so grumpy that they
don’t smile when they see a baby animal. Those over-sized eyes,
those wobbly legs, that soft curly fur - they're hard to resist!
When you think about it, that is nature’s plan. Babies are cute so
we will gladly provide them with whatever they need. But when it
comes to wild animal babies, it is best to look, but not touch.
Their animal parents can provide everything the babies need.
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» Pocket
pampered

Opossums are the only
marsupials in North
America. Marsupials have
a pouch like kangaroos.
Baby opossums are blind
and only as large as honey

bees when they are born.
They crawl up to their
mother s pouch and stay
there for three months.
After that, they climb out
and cling to their mother s
fur for a few weeks until
they fall off and start look
ing for food on their own.
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» Pretty in pink

The state mammal of Texas is the
nine-banded armadillo, an animal
that wears a suit of armor. Baby
armadillos are pink and always come
in sets of four, always identical. Baby
armadillos have soft shells that feel
like human fingernails. The shells
harden as the animal grows.
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Striped bark scorpions have
litters of a few dozen babies
who are born live. The
young climb up to the moth

er s back and ride her like a
bus until the first molt. The
babies will then molt, or
shed their outer covering,

six more times before they

mature. These scorpions
grow up to be only an inch
or two long, but their sting
can be quite painful.
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Some animals, like frogs, can change quite a bit from the
time that they are born to when they are fully grown
adults — and so do we! Find a picture of yourself as a
baby, and compare it to a picture of yourself now. How
have you changed? What do you think youll look like in
five years? In 10 years? In 50 years? Draw a picture of
what you will look like in 50 years.

» KEEPING IT WILD

Celebrate marsupials
(animals that carry their
babies in a pouch, like
opossums, see page
46). Hold a “Pocket
Days" filled with pocket
activities you make up
yourself. Pretend you
are a marsupial mother.
Create a special baby to
carry in your pocket
during the day.
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» WILD MATH

For many animals, taking
care of babies is a full-time
job! While in the nest,
black-capped vireo babies
are fed almost constantly by
both their mother and
father. If it takes the father
15 minutes to find food and
return to the nest, how
many trips would he make
between 7 a.m. and 8 p.m.?

I eee b 1Y
STy 'I i
TEACHER RESOURCE |

Visit www.tpwmagazine.com to download
a printable PDF, access lesson plans, find

OLLId AHHY1 ® 0LOHd

|

48 x mARCH 2009

. additional resources or order copies.



