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WHAT IF YOU NEVER CLEANED YOUR ROOM? Besides getting
into big trouble, you’d eventually have a big mess, right? There’d
be dust everywhere. Hair, crumbs and dirt, too. After a while, you
might find roaches, carpet beetles and other insects crawling on
the floor and walls. Yuck, you say? Well, they’ve come to do their
job — clean up! After all, roaches love to eat leftovers. Outside your
home, they work hard as one of nature’s many specialized janitors.
Without all of them, the outdoors would be nearly covered with
dead plants, dead animals and — ewww! — poop. It’s a dirty job,
but these garbage collectors don’t mind.

>>DIRTY JOBS

Nature would be a mess without cleanup crews.
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>>Seagulls, crows and ravens also eat garbage. >>Coyotes eat carcasses, too.

>>Pillbugs/sowbugs feed on dead plants,
mulch, lawn clippings and poop.
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VULTURES
FEED primarily on

smelly carcasses. Why
don’t they get sick? Their
bald heads help because

 bacteria don’t have any head
feathers to cling to. Plus their
digestive tracts somehow kill
deadly germs, which helps
to stop the spread of dis-

eases in nature.

OPOSSUMS
SLEEP during

the day and feed at
night on whatever

they can find, includ-
ing carrion (dead

animals).

EARTHWORMS
munch on dead

leaves and vegeta-
tion. In return, their
castings (poop) add
valuable nutrients

to the soil.

>>Water Crew
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>>Down Under
>>Dung beetles lay eggs in animal
poop, then the larvae eat it!
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SHRIMP,
crabs and

crawfish live on
the bottoms of

oceans and rivers,
where they dine on
dead and decaying

matter.
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>>KEEPING IT WILD
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>>WILD SCIENCE

WATCH EARTHWORMS AT WORK
in your own worm habitat! First,
thoroughly clean a mayonnaise jar
and remove the labels. Ask an adult
to punch holes in the lid. Fill a little
more than half the jar with damp
soil. Worms need food, so scatter
some leaves and twigs on top of the
dirt. Also add a few vegetable
scraps from your kitchen. Tape
black paper around the outside of
the jar. Then put three or four
earthworms inside, screw on the
lid, and set the jar in a dark place
(no sunlight). Every few days, mist
water inside the jar to keep the soil
moist. After a few weeks, remove
the paper and watch your earth-
worms in their tunnels. Add more
kitchen scraps for food as needed.

DO YOU THROW BANANA PEELS, veg-
etable peelings and other organic waste
into the garbage? Why put all that in a
landfill? Let earthworms and other scav-
engers get rid of the stuff by starting a com-
post pile at home or school. First, learn
about different composting techniques and
decide which one will work best for your
situation. For instance, you can buy a spe-
cial bin, use a bucket or build a container
from wood or wire. Bonus: Your compost
pile will also produce great nutrients for
your native plants and vegetable gardens.

TEACHER RESOURCE
Visit www.tpwmagazine.com to download
a printable PDF, access lesson plans, find
additional resources or order copies.

>>NATURE SCAVENGER HUNT
HERE’S SOMETHING FUN to do with your class or some friends — go on an
 outdoor “scavenger” hunt! Mission: Pretend you’re one of nature’s garbage
collectors and see what you can find. Collect your items in a plastic bag or take
photos using a digital camera. Hint: Look for seeds, dead insects, leaves with
bug holes. Be prepared to explain why you chose what you did. 

Spike’s Activity PageSpike’s Activity Page
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NEXT MONTH: 
Amphibians


